Using serum markers in the early diagnosis of myocardial infarction.
Because thrombolytic therapy can save lives and salvage left ventricular function after acute myocardial infarction, rapid and precise diagnosis is essential. Electrocardiographic changes, and the patient's history and physical examination may not confirm the diagnosis of myocardial infarction. Serum markers have specific advantages and disadvantages in confirming this diagnosis. An understanding of the advantages and disadvantages of using serum markers can enhance the clinician's ability to efficiently and accurately triage patients to appropriate care.